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Electronics and evan

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian combines repairing radios with spr

Joseph Hovseplan has had a passion

for electronics simee he wasa boy

When he was 14 0r 15, and a memiber
of ilweethnie Armenian communbty in
Greces, his Bither, n Protestant pastor,
offered him a chojee.

If Jeseph decided to train for the pas-
iorate, his father would kelp him finan-
clally to reach his goal. But if Josaph
Insisted on & career in electronics, his
fnthier would pray for him.

Joeph chose electronles

He has made quite & goofl i, oo

He started by volunteering for the
Greek air force and becoming a wine
=53 engineer, Today, he and his wife,
Hasmig, operate a busy electronics
sales and service cenime, Radio Heveep,
on Park Ave.. just below Van Horne

Ave,, which
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—_— store  sup-
parts  Hov-

septan, his wife and other members of
his family, wha live in apariments over
or next to the store.

But Joseph Hovsepian's late father
eventually got his wish as well Sixtesn
gears agno, Joseph became the unpaid
pagtor of Temple Baptist Chureh, at
3815 Durocher Ave. in Outremont,
which was on the brink of closing

Teday, it is what he calls a self-sup-
porting mission centre, with a multi
ethnic congregmation of anywihers Inom
30 to 90 in the pews at s Sunday service,
anl an active program of Bible study,
Jocal evanpeleing and ollver activities,
It adso contributes finoncinl support to
a few mizsiomaries in Cansda and oth-
&1 eourniTies.

Tracts written by Hovseplan have
beery translated into ssveral lanpuages,
and he has been told of thelr furning
wp in surprisingly remote cormnors of
tha globe. He also broadeasts adaly in-
spirational message at noon on Radio
WCHP in Champlain, MY, just over
the Canada-115. border:

And he has just published a book,
God's Workshoep: Meditations From
Everyday Life for Everydoy Peoplo, a
collection of about 100 sermoneties
based largely on his WCHP broadeasts,

Bt Hovsepian las not losg his leve of
electronics and, for him. the two sldes
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Joseph Hovseplan warks in Radio Hovsep on Park Ave. when he isn't preaching at the nearby Ten

closely intertwined. His day at the
store aften includes ministerial work
with people who drop in, knawing they
can find him there. He believes the
store job makes him more accessible o
e piiblie than pastors whese chureh
work is their living.

Hovseplan has always been comimlt.
ted to the Christian charch as & Lay-
man, although he el 1l :id'.rant.-ma of
the freedom gained when he left
Greece en route for Canada to visli sev.
eral Asian countriss, look ot other pell:

gions and try 0 make his Christian
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ership in Vancouyer, encouraged How-
saplan togel imvolved in the church,
even though he did not speak English.
Hovaeplan learned English and be-
gan teaching and preaching as a lay.
man, He met Hasmig, an ethnic Ar-
menian from Egvpt, at the church,
where she plaved the plano.
Howsepinn moved into the ordained
ministry 18 vears ago after he opposed
proposals that Temple Baptist Church
shut down for want of members and fi-
nanclal support. He argued that there
wis no nesd for the church 1o relyona
dwindline band of angloohones bt

Howsepian acknowled
elagsce hus seesawed s
as the church responded
members of wvariou
groups who arrived, fo
the chiurch, and moved o
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Like some other evar
sepian likes to speak sk
the institutional church
what e nreachos 18 ot
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1ple Baptist Church

ged that anven-  ested in is themessage.”

oe then, in part But he abso upholds quite a tradltion-
fotheneedsof  al approach to faith and mormlity, even
5 immigrant  showingalittle contempt for the * polit-
ind comfort in - feally eorreet.” He does nol object o
n having Buddhists and Muslims show

ast, A self-sup-
ol oasis, rather
rch, mesting,
ple) anid ssnd-
e pospel.”

el beals, How-
*prically about
and mrgue that
cally relision.

up at Temple Baptis: to argue, and
niakes no apelogy for having baptized
former Buddhists and Muslims (even
thangh hiis thealogy does not conzider
baptism essentinal for salvation),

And he does not mind proveking b
gral colleagues with an uncompromis-
ing inskstence that, for exampbe “adul-
tory is sin.” Bat he sald he takes a hard
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“In my workshop,” ho writes in
God's Workshop, “I restore broloen amd
discarded radios 1o make them last a
lintle bomger. In God's workshop, He re-
stores broken and rejected souls and
ehves them etermal 10,

The twe sides of Hovsepian's life are
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Church has been proetty well conting.
ous sinee his arrival in Canada, Hov-
sepian notes in his book that Paul
Stevens, pastor at Temple Baptist
when Hovsepian arrived in 1860 and
now n professor of theology and lead-

that it should emphasize its open-deor
palicy for all comers.

He carried the day, but it was clear
that there was no money for salaries
and Temple Baptist woulld have o be &
voluntesr operation, from the parson
on down,

“lamnot religlous,” b
“Religions haoe destry
Man-made religions hav
*] believe in a Creator
whose name s Jehovah
in Jesus. I'm not |
‘Catholic’ or "Protestant



paaid

e e woorld.
= ot helped.
and Sustadner
God. 1 belieae
nterested in
ALl I'm inter.

line nn thess matters only in diseus.
sions with relipious professionals, not
with ordinary people struggling with
the problems of thedr lves.

+ Harvey Shepherd's E-mail address &
hzhupderia thegaretie.sontham.on, ‘



